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Education

1998

Ph.D., Anthropology, Stanford University.

1994

M.A., Anthropology, Stanford University.

1992
M.A., Political Science, University of Washington.

1987

M.A., Architecture, University of Michigan.

1988

M.A., Urban Planning, University of Michigan.

1985

B.A., Architecture, University of Washington.

Employment

2015—current
Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley.

2006 to 2015
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley.

2004 to 2006
Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley.

1999 to 2003

Assistant Professor, Divinity School, the University of Chicago.

1988  to 1992
Architect and housing developer, Common Ground, Seattle, Washington.  

Visiting Professorships
Summer 2010

School of Criticism and Theory, Cornell University.

Summer 2011 
European Inter-University Center for Human Rights and Democratization, Venice, Italy.

Fall 2007
Program in Experimental Critical Theory, (SECT), University of California Humanities Research Institute, University of California, Irvine. 

Fall 2003
International Institute for the Study of Islam, Leiden University, Netherlands.

Fellowships, Grants and Awards


2013
Honorary Doctorate, University of Uppsala, Sweden.  

Spring 2013
The American Academy in Berlin, Axel Springer Fellowship, Germany.

2010-2013
Henry Luce Foundation’s Initiative on Religion and International Affairs grant for establishing a three-year program entitled “Politics of Religious Freedom: Contested Norms and Practices” (with Co-PI Elizabeth Hurd, Northwestern University).  

2009-2010
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University.

2009-2010
Frederick Burkhardt Fellowship, American Council of Learned Societies.

2008
Carnegie Scholars Award, “Defining the Secular in the Modern Middle East,” Carnegie Corporation, New York. 

Fall 2007
Co-convener and Chair, Strategic Working Group on “Religion, Secularism, and Modernity,” Townsend Center for the Humanities, University of California, Berkeley 

2006
Hellman Faculty Fund grant, “Secular Islam and its Discontents,” University of California, Berkeley.

2006
University of California Humanities Research Institute fellowship, University of California, Irvine. 

2005
Politics of Piety awarded the 2005 Victoria Schuck prize from the American Political Science Association; and Honorable Mention for the 2005 Albert Hourani Best Book award from Middle East Studies Association.

2005
Townsend/Mellon Strategic Working Group fellowship, “Critical Theory,” Townsend Center for the Humanities, University of California, Berkeley.  

2004
Research Assistantship Grant, and Junior Faculty Research Grant, Committee on Research (COR), University of California, Berkeley.
2002  
“Cultural Horizon Prize” for best essay published in Cultural Anthropology, “Feminist Theory, Embodiment, and the Docile Agent,” Society for Cultural Anthropology, American Anthropological Association

1998
The Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies Fellowship, Harvard University.  Two-year fellowship availed: 2000-2001 and 2002-2003.

1998 
Chancellor’s Post-doctoral Fellowship, University of California Berkeley.  Two-year fellowship, availed one year (1998-1999).

1997 - 1998
Mellon Foundation Dissertation Write-up Grant, Stanford University.

1996-1997
Social Science Research Council Dissertation Research Fellowship.

1995-1996
National Science Foundation Dissertation Research Fellowship.

1995 - 1996
Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Graduate Research

Fellowship.

1993

Middlebury College, Vermont.  Summer Fellowship for the study of

intensive Arabic.

1992
Four year graduate fellowship, Department of Anthropology, Stanford University.

Publications 

Books

2013 
Is Critique Secular?  Blasphemy, Injury, and Free Speech (co-authored with Talal Asad, Wendy Brown and Judith Butler).  Fordham University Press. (First edition published by the University of California Press, 2009).

2005 
Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005.  Second edition, 2012. French translation: Politique de la Piété: Le féminisme à l'épreuve du Renouveau islamique, La Décorverte, 2009.
•  American Political Science Association Victoria Schuck Award, 2005 

•  Honorable Mention, 2005 Albert Hourani Best Book Award, Middle East Studies Association
Under review
The Minority Condition: Religious Difference in a Secular Age (advance contract, Princeton University Press).
Edited Volumes

2015
Politics of Religious Freedom, co-edited with Winnifred Sullivan, Elizabeth Hurd, and Peter Danchin (University of Chicago Press, in press).
2014
The South Atlantic Quarterly special issue on “Religious Liberty and Secular Politics” (with Peter Danchin), 113(1).

1995
Stanford Humanities Review special issue on “Contested Polities: Religious Disciplines and Structures of Modernity” (with Nancy Reynolds) 5:1.

Journal Articles

2014
Immunity or Regulation? Antinomies of Religious Freedom (with Peter Danchin), South Atlantic Quarterly 113(1).

2014
Introduction (with Peter Danchin) to the special issue on “Religious Liberty and Secular Politics” South Atlantic Quarterly 113(1).
2013
Azazeel and the Politics of Historical Fiction in Egypt, The Journal of Comparative Literature 65(3).

2012
Religious Freedom, the Minority Question, and Geopolitics in the Middle East, Comparative Studies in Society and History 15(2).

2012
Sectarian Conflict and Family Law in Egypt, American Ethnologist 39(1).

2009

Religious Reason and Secular Affect: An Incommensurable Divide? Critical 



Inquiry 35(4).
2008
Is Critique Secular? and Secular Imperatives? Public Culture 20(3).

2006

Secularism, Hermeneutics, and Empire: The Politics of Islamic Reformation,

Public Culture 18(2).

2006 

Retooling Democracy and Feminism in the Service of the New Empire, Qui

Parle 16(1).

2003
Ethical Formation and Politics of Individual Autonomy in Contemporary Egypt, Social Research 70(3).

2002
Feminism, the Taliban, and Politics of Counter-Insurgency (with Charles Hirschkind), Anthropological Quarterly 75(2).  

2001
Feminist Theory, Embodiment, and the Docile Agent: Some Reflections on the Egyptian Islamic Revival, Cultural Anthropology 6 (2).  Awarded the “Cultural Horizon Prize” by the Society for Cultural Anthropology, 2002

2001

Rehearsed Spontaneity and the Conventionality of Ritual: Disciplines of 

Salat, American Ethnologist 28(4).

1996
Cultural Studies and Ethnic Absolutism: Comments on Stuart Hall’s “Culture, Community, Nation,” Cultural Studies 10(1).

1995

Introduction (with Nancy Reynolds), Contested Polities: Religious Disciplines

and Structures of Modernity, edited by Saba Mahmood and Nancy Reynolds, special issue of Stanford Humanities Review 5(1).

Book Chapters

2015

Introduction, co-authored with W. Sullivan, E. Hurd, and P. Danchin. In Sullivan, Hurd, Mahmood and Danchin, eds. Politics of Religious Freedom (University of Chicago Press, in press).

2015

Preface to book-section on “Freedom.” In Sullivan, Hurd, Mahmood and Danchin, eds. Politics of Religious Freedom (University of Chicago Press, in press).

2015

Religious Freedom, Minority Rights and Geopolitics. In Sullivan, Hurd, Mahmood and Danchin, eds. Politics of Religious Freedom (University of Chicago Press, in press).
2014
 
Sexuality and Secularism.  In Linell Cady and Tracy Fessenden, eds., Gendering the Divide: Religion, the Secular, and the Politics of Sexual Difference. Columbia University Press. 

2013
Introduction (with Wendy Brown and Judith Butler). Is Critique Secular?  Blasphemy, Injury, and Free Speech.  Fordham University Press (new edition).
2012
Ethics and Piety.  In Didier Fassin, ed., A Companion to Moral Anthropology. Wiley-Blackwell.
2010
Can Secularism be Other-wise? In Michael Warner, Jonathan VanAntwerpen, and Craig Calhoun eds., Varieties of Secularism in a Secular Age. Harvard University Press.
2009
Feminism, Democracy, and Empire: Islam and the War of Terror. In Joan W. Scott, ed., Women Studies on the Edge, Duke University Press.  
2008
Interview with Nermeen Sheikh.  In Nermeen Sheikh, ed., The Present as History: Critical Perspectives on Global Power. Columbia University Press.
2006
Agency, Performativity, and the Feminist Subject. In Ellen Armour, ed., Bodily Citations: Religionists Engage with Judith Butler. Columbia University Press.  
2003
Anthropology and the Study of Women in Muslim Societies (disciplinary entry on Anthropology). In Suad Joseph, ed., Encyclopedia of Women in Islamic Cultures. Brill Publishers.

Invited Commentaries, Reviews, and Other Articles 

2011
Religious Liberty, Minorities and Islam: Interview for the Social Science Research Council “The Immanent Frame” Blog, http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2011/08/17/religious-liberty-minorities-and-islam/.

2011
The Architects of the Egyptian Revolution, The Nation February 14, 2011 http://www.thenation.com/article/158581/architects-egyptian-revolution.
2004
Women’s Agency within Feminist Historiography, The Journal of Religion, 84(4).  Invited commentary for special issue on “Gender, Christianity, and Feminist Historiography.”

2003
Questioning Liberalism, Too: A Response to ‘Islam and the Challenge of Democracy,’ Boston Review: A Political and Literary Forum April/May. Reprinted as “Is Liberalism Islam’s Only Answer?,” in Islam and the Challenge to Democracy, edited by J. Cohen and D. Chasman, Princeton: Princeton University Press.  
2003

Entry for “Talal Asad,” Biographical Dictionary for Social and Cultural 

Anthropology, Vered Amit, ed., Routledge. 
1999
Forging Identities: Gender, Communities and the State in India, Zoya Hasan, ed.  American Ethnologist 26(2).

1996

A Brief Response to Stuart Hall’s Comments,” Cultural Studies 10(3).

1996
Modern Power and the Reconfiguration of Religious Tradition: An Interview with Talal Asad, Stanford Humanities Review 5(1).

1994
The Fundamentalisms Project, vols. 1-3, M. Marty and S. Aplleby, eds.  The Middle East Report 24(6).

Reprints and Translations of Articles
2011
Reprint of “Feminism, Democracy, and Empire.” In Linda Martin Alcoff and John Caputo, eds. Feminism, Sexuality and the Return of Religion. Indiana University Press.

2012
Reprint of “Feminist Theory, Embodiment, and the Docile Agent: Some Reflections on the Egyptian Islamic Revival.”  In Raka Ray, ed. Handbook of Gender. Oxford University Press.
2009 
Reprint of “Feminism, Democracy, and Empire: Islam and the War of Terror.”  In Hanna Herzog and Anne Braude, eds., Gendering Religion and Politics: Untangling Modernities.  Macmillan/Palgrave.

2008
Reprint of “Feminism, the Taliban, and Politics of Counter-Insurgency” (with Hirschkind).  In Sharad Chari and Stuart Corebridge, eds., The Development Reader.  Routledge Press.
2006
Translation of “Feminist Theory, Embodiment, and the Docile Agent: Some Reflections on the Egyptian Islamic Revival” into Portuguese, Teoria Feminista, Agência e Sujeito Liberatório: Algumas Reflexões sobre o Revivalismo Islâmico no Egipto", Etnográfica 10(1):121-158.

2006
Reprint of “Feminist Theory, Embodiment, and the Docile Agent: Some Reflections on the Egyptian Islamic Revival,” Temenos: Nordic Journal of Comparative Religion, 42(1).

2006
Reprint of “Feminist Theory, Agency, and the Libratory Subject: Some Reflections on the Islamic Revival in Egypt.  In Fereshte Nouraie-Simone, ed., Giving Voice to Change: Muslim Women in the Era of Global Communication, The Feminist Press at the City University of New York.
2004
 Translation of “Feminism, the Taliban, and Politics of Counter-Insurgency” (with C. Hirschkind) into Spanish, “Feminismo, Fundamentalismo Islámico y la Política de la Contrainsurgencia,” Iconos 20(1):128-135.  

2000
Translation of “Modern Power and the Reconfiguration of Religious Tradition: An Interview with Talal Asad” into Arabic, Tahdith wa Taqalid Diniyya, al-Ijtihad 25(1).

Professional Societies and Boards

Selection Committee, the American Academy in Berlin, 2013-2014.

Editorial Board, American Anthropologist, 2013-present.

Editorial Board, Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, 2013-2018.

Co-convener and co-director (with Munis Faruqui) of the Urdu Initiative and the Pakistan Initiative, Center for South Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley, 2011-present.

Editorial Board, Theory and Event, 2011-present.
Advisory Board, Critical Theory Program, University of California, Berkeley, 2004-present.

Editorial Committee, University of California Press, Berkeley, 2010-2013.

Executive Board for the Society for Cultural Anthropology (elected position), 2006-2009.

Member of the Late Liberalism Project, University of Chicago, 1999-2004.

Editorial Committee, Public Culture, Duke University Press, 2002-2004.

Editorial Committee, History of Religions Journal, University of Chicago Press, 2001-2003.

Editorial Board, the “New Departures in Anthropology” series, Cambridge University Press, 2002-2008.

Editorial Board, Middle East and Islam Series, Stanford University Press, 2004-present.

Advisory Board, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of California, Berkeley, 2004-present.

Manuscript referee for American Ethnologist, Anthropological Quarterly, Cultural Anthropology, Current Anthropology, Feminist Studies, Journal of Religion, Law and Social Inquiry, Theory and Event, Princeton University Press, Harvard University Press, Cambridge University Press, Chicago University Press, University of California Press, and Routledge.

Reviewer of grant proposals for the National Science Foundation, Social Science Research Council, the American Council for Learned Societies, Fulbright Hays Foundation, Netherlands Organization for the Advancement of Tropical Research, and Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 
Member of the American Anthropological Association, Middle Eastern Studies Association, American Academy of Religion, Society for Cultural Anthropology, and Anthropological Study of Religion.

Select Lectures, Symposiums, and Presentations Since 2004
 “Blasphemy, Free Speech, and Islam,” Butler University, October 21, 2013.

“Religious Freedom in the Middle East,” American Academy in Berlin, February 14, 2013.

 “Politics of Historical Fiction and Sectarian Conflict in Egypt,” Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religion and Ethnic Diversity, Gottingen, Germany, April 25, 2013.

 “Politics of Historical Fiction and Sectarian Conflict in Egypt,” Center for the Humanities, Utrecht University, the Netherlands, June 3, 2013.

“Azazeel and the Politics of Historical Fiction,” Center of Modern Oriental Studies (ZMO), Berlin, Germany, May 30, 2013.

 “Sexuality, Secularism, and Family Law,” Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany, June 25, 2013.

Keynote lecture for the conference “Deorientalizing Citizenshhip,” Open University, London, U.K., November 14, 2012.

Keynote lecture, Fiftieth Year Anniversary of the Comparative Literature Program, University of Oregon, Eugene, November 2, 2012.

 “Azazeel and Politics of Historical Fiction: Sectarianism Ancient and Modern,” University of Chicago, October 24, 2012.  Also presented at the University of Washington, Seattle, November 1, 2012.

Keynote lecture for the conference on “Human Rights and the Humanities,” American University in Beirut, May 10, 2012.

Keynote lecture for the conference on “Beyond Utopia?  Art, Theory and the Coming of ‘Spring’,” Unit on Criticism and Interpretive Theory, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, April 27, 2012.

 “Creation of the Minority Problem in International Law and the Middle East,” The Humanities Institute at the University of California Davis, April 11, 2012.

Keynote lecture for the conference on “Religion and International Affairs Through the Prism of Rights and Gender,” Arizona State University, March 15, 2012.

 “Religious Freedom and Geopolitics in the Middle East,” Law and Society annual meeting, Hawaii, June 5, 2012.

Presidential Panel, “Rethinking Secularism,” Modern Language Association annual meeting, Seattle, January 8, 2012.

Co-organized a two-day symposium on “Politics of Religious Freedom: Contested Norms and Local Practices” Chiang Mai, Thailand, December 14-15, 2011.

Social Science Research Council Roundtable, American Academy of Religion, November 20, 2011.

Co-organized a two-day symposium on “Politics of Religious Freedom: Contested Norms and Local Practices” at the European Inter-University Center for Human Rights and Democratization, Venice, Italy, July 11-12, 2011.

Invited lecture, “Blasphemy and Free Speech,” conference on “Islam and Europe,” City University of New York (CUNY) Graduate Center, May 5, 2011.

“Political Theology and Secularism,” critical theory conference, American University at Beirut, March 24-25, 2010.

 “Gender, Religious Liberty, and Minority Politics,” Center for the Humanities, Utrecht University, November 25, 2010.

Launch of the French translation of Politics of Piety, École Normale Supérieure, Paris, France, November 23, 2010.

 “Family Law, Gender, and Religious Liberty,” Institute of Advanced Study, Princeton, October 7, 2010.
 “Politics of Religious Freedom and the Minority Question: A Middle Eastern Genealogy,” Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs, Georgetown University, October 4, 2010.

Invited lecture, Presidential Panel on “Rethinking Secularism,” American Academy of Religion, November 20, 2010.

“Secularism, Sexual Difference, and Religious Liberty,” School of Criticism and Theory, Cornell University, July 6, 2010.

The Helen Pond McIntyre lecture, Center for Research on Women, Barnard College, November 12, 2009.

“Blasphemy, Moral Injury, and Free Speech,” Casa Arabe, Madrid, Spain, June 21, 2009.

“Blasphemy, Moral Injury, and Free Speech,” University of Leuven, Belgium, May 24, 2009.

“Blasphemy, Moral Injury, and Free Speech,” University of Utrecht, The Netherlands, May 26, 2009.

 “Blasphemy, Moral Injury, and Free Speech: The Danish Cartoon Controversy” Forum for Research on Law, Politics, Humanities Center, University of Illinois, California February 23, 2009.  Also presented at the University of Minnesota, February 24-25, 2009, and the Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard University, April 21, 2009.

Respondent, roundtable discussion of Politics of Piety, American Academy of Religion annual meeting, November 16, 2007.

“Muslim Minorities in Europe,” roundtable organized by the Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, King’s College, Cambridge, U.K., September 9-11, 2007.

Principal convener (with Charles Hirschkind) of the Seminar in Experimental Critical Theory, (SECT), “Cartographies of the Theological-Political,” University of California Humanities Research Institute, University of California, Irvine.

Keynote lecture for the Asia Trends Conference, National University of Singapore, July 2, 2007.

Keynote lecture for the conference on “Feminism, Sexuality, and the Return of Religion,” Syracuse University, New York, April 26-28, 2007.

 “Islamic Politics and the Euro-American Left,” Ralph Miliband Global Risks and Politics in the 21st Century lecture series, London School of Economics, U.K., February 12, 2007.  

 “Secular Reason and Religious Signs: An Incommensurable Divide?” Birkbeck School of Law, University of London, U.K., February 9, 2007.

“Feminism and the War on Terror,” Center for Culture, Media, and History, New York University, February 1, 2007.
 “Democratic Possibilities in People’s Practices,” Center for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi, India, December 14-15, 2006.
 Keynote lecture for the conference on “Gender and Religion in a Global Perspective,” University of Copenhagen, Denmark, October 26-28, 2006.

“Religious Signs and Secular Reason: Tracing a Fracture across Disciplinary Divides,” “Fate of the Disciplines” conference, Franke Institute for the Humanities, University of Chicago, April 27-29, 2006.  

Delivered also for the Distinguished Lecture Series, “Refashioning the Arab-Islamic Worlds: Political and Cultural Transformations of the ‘Greater Middle East’,” University of Toronto, October 5-6, 2006; and 

“Trafficking in Signs in the Secular Age,” Columbia University, April 6-7, 2006

 Keynote lecture for the conference on “Gender, Religion, and Theory in Dialogue,” University of Helsinki, Finland, March 3-5, 2005.

 “Representation, Discourse, and Embodiment: Reflections on the Making of the Religious Subject,” University of Groningen, The Netherlands, December 9-11, 2004

 “The Ethics of Being and Acting in Islamist Politics,” Duke University, February 23, 2004.

Co-organized and led the workshop on "The Techne of Practice and the Logic of Sovereignty," Society for Cultural Anthropology meetings, Portland, Oregon, April 30, 2004.

Languages

Fluent in English, Arabic, and Urdu

Fieldwork

Cairo, Egypt 

May 2012; January 2013


August 2009, 2010, 2011


January-November 2008




July 2007




April 1995-April 1997

Beirut, Lebanon
March 2011

May-June 2007




December 2007

10

