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Education
 1999
Ph.D., Dept. of Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University.

1990-1995
Ph.D. Student, Department of Anthropology, the Graduate Faculty, New School for Social Research.

1989
Master of Arts, Anthropology, Columbia University.

1988
Bachelor of Arts, Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley.

Academic appointments and employment

2010-present
Director, Religious Studies Program, University of California, Berkeley

2007-present
Associate Professor, Dept. of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley

2003-2006
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley

2001-2003
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Anthropology and Program for the Study of Religion, University of Wisconsin, Madison

Spring 2001
Visiting Adjunct Faculty, the Graduate Faculty, New School for Social Research, New York

2000-present
Affiliated Faculty, Centre for the Study of Religion, University of 


Toronto, Canada

Fall 1997
Visiting instructor, Dept. of Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University

1991-1992
Graduate student advisor, Department of Anthropology, the Graduate Faculty, New School for Social Research, New York

Awards

2007-2008          Sharon Stephens First Book Award from the American Ethnological

Association for The Ethical Soundscape: Cassette-Sermons and Islamic Counterpublics (Columbia University Press, 2006)
2007                   Honorable Mention, Clifford Geertz Prize in the Anthropology of Religion

  for The Ethical Soundscape: Cassette-Sermons and Islamic Counterpublics
  (Columbia University Press, 2006
Grants and fellowships
2015-2016
Mellon Fellowship

2014
Wenner-Gren Symposium Grant (with Maria D’Abreu and Carlo Caduff)

Spring 2013
Residency Fellowship, The American Academy in Berlin

2011
Townsend Center for the Humanities Fellowship, University of California Berkeley

2010
American Council of Learned Societies Research Fellowship

2007-2008 
Carnegie Scholars Award
Spring 2006
The Sultan Program in Arab Studies grant, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, UC Berkeley

Winter 2006
Resident Fellowship, University of California Humanities Research Institute
2005-2006
Committee on Research (COR) Faculty Research Grant, UC Berkeley

2004-2005
Committee on Research (COR) Faculty Research Grant, UC Berkeley

2003-2004
American Council of Learned Societies Research Fellowship

Fall 2003
Visiting faculty fellowship, Program for the Study of Media and Religion, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Summer 2003
Graduate School Summer Fellowship for Junior Faculty Development, University of Wisconsin, Madison

1999-2000
Rockefeller Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship, Centre for the Study of Religion, University of Toronto, Canada

1998-1999
Woodrow Wilson Foundation, Charlotte Newcombe Dissertation Write-up 
Fellowship

1994-1995
Wenner Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Graduate 

Research Fellowship

1994
Social Science Research Council, Dissertation Research Fellowship

1991-1992
New School Fellowship, The Graduate Faculty, New School for Social 
Research, New York

1989
Mellon Foundation Summer Grant for Preliminary Field Research, New School for Social Research

1988-1990
President’s Fellowship, Department of Anthropology, Columbia University

Publications 
Books


Itineraries of al-Andalus. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (forthcoming)


The Ethical Soundscape: Cassette-Sermons and Islamic Counterpublics.

New York: Columbia University Press, 2006.  Awarded the Sharon Stephens Book Award from AES; and Honorable Mention for the Clifford Geertz Prize in the Anthropology of Religion.
Edited volumes
Charles Hirschkind,, Carlo Caduff, and Maria D’Abreu, eds. New Media?, New Publics? Current Anthropology: forthcoming (2016)

Charles Hirschkind and Brian Larkin, eds. Media and the Politics of Religion. Special issue of Social Text (96: 2008); Introduction: Media and the Political Forms of Religion (with Brian Larkin). Social Text 96: 1-15.


David Scott and Charles Hirschkind, eds. Powers of the Secular Modern:               Talal Asad and his Interlocutors.  Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005.
Peer-reviewed journal articles
2017
Introduction: New Media, New Publics? (with Maria D’Abreu and Carlo Caduff) Current Anthropology.

2016
Granadan Reflections. Material Religion 12 (2): 209-232.

2016
Prayer Machines: An Introduction. Material Religion 12 (1): 97-98.
2012
Interview with Alaa Abd al-Fattah, Tahrir Square, 12pm, July 19th. Anthropological Quarterly 85 (3): 917-926.

2012
Experiments in Devotion Online: The YouTube Khutba. International Journal of Middle East Studies 44 (1): 5-21.

2012
Beyond Secular and Religious: An Intellectual Genealogy of Tahrir Square. American Ethnologist 39 (1):49-52.
2012
Interview with Talal Asad. Published in series, Pliegues de la Memoria 5, Casa Arabe-IEAM.

2011

       From the Blogosphere to the Street: Social Media and Egyptian

 Revolution. Oriente Moderno, XCI (1): 61-74.

2011
Is There a Secular Body?  Cultural Anthropology 24 (6): 33-47.

2011
Secularism: Introduction (co-written with Matthew Sherer). Cultural Anthropology 24 (6): 28.

2011
Media, Mediation, Religion. Social Anthropology. 19 (1): 93-105.

2010
New Media and the Politics of Dissent in Egypt. Revista de Dialectologia y Tradiciones Populares 65 (1): 137-154. 

2008
Religious Difference and Democratic Pluralism: Some Recent Debates and Frameworks. Temenos 33 (1).

2008
Cultures of Death: Religion, Media, Bioethics. Social Text 96: 39-58.

2002
Feminism, the Taliban, and the Politics of Counter-Insurgency (with Saba Mahmood), Anthropological Quarterly 75(2) :339-354.

2001
The Ethics of Listening: Cassette-Sermon Audition in Contemporary Cairo. American Ethnologist 28 (3): 623-649.  
2001
Religious Reason and Civic Virtue: An Islamic Counter-Public. Cultural Anthropology 16 (1): 3-34.
1995
Heresy or Hermeneutics: The Case of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd.  Stanford Humanities Review 5 (1):35-49.
1991
The Optics of Colonialism: Egypt at the Exhibition.  Critique of 
Anthropology 11(3):279-298.

Peer-reviewed book chapters

2015

      Religion. In Novak and Sakakeeny, eds. Keywords in Sound: Toward a           Conceptual Lexicon. Raleigh, N.C.: Duke University Press.
2014
The Afterlife of Moorish Spain. In Nilufar Gole, ed. Islam and Public Controversy in Europe. Farnham, England: Ashgate Press.

2012
Cassette Sermons, Aural Modernities, and the Islamic Revival in Cairo. In ed. Jonathan Sterne, ed.  The Sound Studies Reader. New York: Routledge.
2005
The Anthropological Skepticism of Talal Asad (with David Scott).  In Charles Hirschkind and David Scott, eds. Genealogies of the Secular Modern: Talal Asad and his Interlocutors.  Stanford: Stanford University Press.
2005 
Cassette Ethics, Public Piety, and Popular Media in Egypt.  In Annelies Moors and Birgit Meyer, eds. Media, Religion, and the Public Sphere.  Indianapolis: University of Indiana Press.

2004
Hearing Modernity.  In Veit Erlmann, ed. Hearing Cultures: Essays on Sound, Listening, and Modernity (Wenner Gren International Symposium Series).  New York: Berg Publishers.

2003
Media and the Quran.  In Jane McAuliffe, ed. The Encyclopedia of the Quran.  Leiden: Brill Press.

2001
Passional Preaching, Aural Sensibility, and the Islamic Revival in Cairo. In Michael Lambek, ed. A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion, London and New York: Blackwell Publishers.

Review articles and short essays
2016
A Smear in Disguise: Comments on Starrett. Savage Minds.
2014

     Commentary on Everyday Islam. Cultural Anthropology (electronic edition).

2013

     Prayer and Worldmaking. Reverberations. SSRC Webforum.

2012

     Comment on the Egyptian Elections. The Immanent Frame: SSRC Webforum, July 19th.
2011
                 The Road to Tahrir. Economic and Political Weekly, Vol xlvi, No.7 

                 (February 12). 
2011

    Heed the Cry from Cairo. San Francisco Chronicle, Feb 8th, A14.

2010


The Myth of Impasse. Counterpunch, Weekend Edition, July 9-11.

2009


Obama on Palestine: What New Beginning? The Immanent Frame:



 Secularism, Religion, and the Public Sphere. SSRC webforum.

2009


Belief as Practice and as Epistemology: A Response to Rutherford’s



“The Enchantments of Secular Belief.” The Religion and Culture



Webforum, The Martin Marty Center, University of Chicago.

2001                    Tradition, Myth, and Historical Fact in Contemporary Islam. Institute for the

                            Study of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM) Newsletter  8(1): 18.

1997                   What is Political Islam?  Middle East Report 27(4): 12-14. 
1995                    Review of Ernest Gellner, Postmodernism, Reason and Religion (London:

                            Routledge, 1992), and Akbar Ahmed, Postmodernism and Islam: Predicament

                            and Promise (London: Routledge, 1992).  Identities 1(2-3):281-285.

1993                    Identity and the Public Body: A Review of Recent Writings from Two Edited

                            Collections. Conference 4 (2): 90-99.

Reprints and Translations

2012
Reprint of “Cassette Sermons, Aural Modernities, and the Islamic Revival in Cairo.” In The Sound Studies Reader, ed. J. Sterne, Routledge, New York: 54-69.

2011
Reprint of “Is There a Secular Body?” In ABC Religion and Ethics (Online), April 4th.
2010
Reprint of Religious Reason and Civic Virtue: An Islamic Counter-Public,
Fredric Volpi, ed., Political Islam: A Critical Reader, New York,
Routledge.

2010
Reprint of What is Political Islam?, Fredric Volpi, ed., Political Islam: A
Critical Reader, New York, Routledge. 

2004
Translation of “Feminism, the Taliban, and Politics of Counter-Insurgency”

into Spanish, “Feminismo, Fundamentalismo Islámico y la Política de la Contrainsurgencia,” (with Saba Mahmood), Iconos 20(1):128-135.  

2004  
Reprint of “Religious Reason and Civic Virtue: Cassette-Sermon Audition


in Contemporary Cairo,” Jim Drobnick, ed., Aural Cultures: Sound Art 


(Book and CD Edition), Montreal, Canada: YYZ Press.

1995  
Reprint of “Heresy or Hermeneutics: The Case of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd,”


The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 12(4): 463-477.

Selected Published Interviews

2013
The Impact of Social Media on the Uprisings in the Middle East is Exagerated. KU Leuven, Belgium, April 19th.

2012
En un Callejon sin Salida. La Razon (Spain), December 7th.

Book reviews

2011
      
      Review of Rebecca Stein, Itineraries of Conflict: Israelis, Palestinians, and the Politics of Tourism (Duke University Press, 2008). American Ethnologist. 
2010
Review of Olivier Roy, Secularism Confronts Islam (New York: Columbia University Press, 2007). International Journal for Middle East Studies 42: 145-147.

2005
Review of David Howes, Sensual Relations: Engaging the Senses in Culture and Social Theory (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 2003).  American Anthropologist 107(2):293-294.

2002
Review of  Jonathan Berkey, Popular Preaching and Religious Authority in the Medieval Near East (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2001).  History of Religions 42 (2):255-256.

1994
Review of Benson Saler, ed., Conceptualizing Religion: Immanent Anthropologists, Transcendent Natives, and Unbounded Categories (New 
York: E.J. Brill, 1993). American Anthropologist 96 (4):989-990.

Invited lectures and professional presentations 
A) Select international presentations
2015

     Co-Convenor, Wenner-Gren Symposium, “New Media? New Publics?,” Sintra, Portugal, March 24th-28th.

2014

      “Explorations on the Periphery of History: Religious Pluralism in the Shadow of al-Andalus.” Keynote Address, “Practical; Wisdom, Mediate Performance, and Everyday Plurality: Muslims in Context of Diversity,” Utrecht University, Holland, June 26th and 27th.

2014

      “Al-Andalus Today.” Presented at conference, “Peripheral Orientalisms,” University of Lisbon, Portugal, May 22nd-23rd.
2013

      “Secularism in the Arab World.” Presented at conference, “Modes of Secularism and Religious Responses,” Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna, Austria, June 13th-15th.

2013

      “European Civilization and its Andalusian Discontents.” Invited Presentation, American Academy in Berlin, May 22nd.

2013

       “Sounds of Virtue and Vice: Acoustic Worldmaking in Egypt.” Invited            presentation, Haus des Kulturen die Welt 2013, May 2nd.  
2013 

       “Religion and Social Media.” Keynote address, Symposium, Being Muslim in the Age of Youtube, Facebook, and Twitter, Leuven University, April 7th.
2012

       “Musical Geographies of al-Andaluz.” Invited Lecture, Open University, November 13th.

2012

       “Salafi Islam, Online ethics, and the Future of the Egyptian Revolution.” Public lecture, London School of Economics, November 8th.

2011

      “La Musica Andalusi y la Politica del Islam en Espana.” Invited Presentation, Casa Arabe, Cordoba, Spain, October 13th.
2011

       “Between Religious and Secular.” Invited Lecture, Muwatin, Ramullah (September 14th). 
2011

       “Religious Minorities in Europe.” Invited lecture, Venice School of Human Rights, July 7th.

2011

       “Is There a Secular Body? Department of Anthropology, University of 
                    Bergen, Norway (April 7th)

2010

       “On Ritual.” Invited lecture, NISIS Autumn School, University of          Amsterdam, October 27th.

2010

       “The Politics of Dissent in Egypt,” Keynote lecture, the World Acoustic 

       Ecology Forum, Koli, Finland (June 16).

2010

       “The Moorish Problem,” presented at workshop, “Religious and Political 

       Identities in the Mediterranean Basin Since 1492,” Universidad de 

                  Granada, Departamento de Filosofía, Granada, Spain (May 9-12).

2009

       “Experiments in Online Devotion,” presented at the Amsterdam School of                                Social Science Research, The Netherlands (November 13-14) 

2009

       “The Khutba and Media,” Dept. of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies, 

       University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen (June 1-2).

2009

       “The Politics of Blogging in Egypt,” presented at conference, “Education, 

       Media and Human Development,” Steinhardt School of Culture, 

                   Education, and Human Development. Abu Dhabi (January 22-24).

2008

       “Media and the Politics of Dissent in Egypt,” ZMO Kolloquium, Public 

       Lecture Series, Berlin, Germany (November 27).

2008

      “Politics of the Egyptian Blogosphere,” Zurich University, Dept. of 


      Anthropology, Zurich, Switzerland (December 1).

2007
“Religious Difference and Democratic Pluralism: Debates across Islam

and Christianity,” Keynote address, University of Stockholm (October
7).

2007
“La política de la muerte y el morir en Egipto: Pensar a través de las divisiones
religiosas y seculares,” presented at CSIC, Universidad  Autónoma de Madrid (October 29).

2007
Co-convener, SECT Workshop, “Catographies of the Theological Political,” UC Irvine (August 6-17).

B) Selected National Presentations

2015

      “Andalusismo and Africanismo.” Keynote Address, “Constructing and Contesting Islam,” University of California, Santa Barbara, May 9th and 10th.
2015

      “Reflections from Granada on the Place of Islam in Europe.” Keynote Address, “Religion and Materiality,” Brown University, Providence, April 24th and 25th. 
2012

       “The Future of the Egyptian Revolution.” Convocation Address, Grinnell College, November 28th.

2012

       “Salafi Islam, Online Ethics, and the Future of the Egyptian Revolution.”        Keynote address, Religion in the Digital Age: Media, Performance, and           ‘Spectacular Activism’, New York University, June 24th-26th.

2012
“Ethics and Anthropology.” Invited Presentation, Stanford, April 13th.

2011
“Musical Geographies of al-Andaluz.” Invited Lecture, November 17th.

2011
“Beyond Secular and Religious.” The Rowasser Lecture, CUNY,    November 8th.

2011
“Musical Geography of Islam in Europe.” Invited Lecture, The Kevorkian Center, NYU, November 7th.
2011
“From the Blogosphere to the Street.” University of North Carolina, 


Raleigh, April 18th.

2011
“The Secular Body.” Invited Lecture, University of Arizona, Tempe, March 3rd.

Select professional activities

Elected positions

Board member of the Society for the Anthropology of Religion, American Anthropological Association (2004-2007)

Program editor for American Anthropological Association annual meeting, Society for the Anthropology of Religion (2006)

Professional service

Member of Editorial Board: Cultural Anthropology, Journal of the Society of Cultural Anthropology, American Anthropological Association (2010-present); Biblioteca de Antropología y Estudios Culturales, University of Granada; Revista de Estudios Internacionales Mediterráneos, International Journal of Middle East Studies.
Advisory Committee Member for the “New Directions in the Study of Prayer Program” at the Social Science Research Council (2011-2015)

Member of the Late Liberalism Project, University of Chicago (1999-2003)

Manuscript referee for American Anthropologist, American Ethnologist, Body and Society, Cultural Anthropology, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, The Muslim World, International Journal of Middle East Studies, The Journal of Religion, among others. 

Reviewer of grant proposals for Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Canadian Social Science Research Council, The Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research, Leiden University’s Postdoctoral Program, and Qatar National Research Fund.
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